LEGISLATIVE ALERT – SUPPORT STORMWATER COMPROMISE
HB 1125 will be heard in the House Environmental Matters Committee on March 24th – at the hearing, the sponsor will explain a revised version of the bill that reflects a compromise reached by stakeholders in connection with the new stormwater regulations. HB 1125 had been put on hold in the House Committee while MDE, local governments, environmental organizations, builders and developers negotiated a compromise to:  (1) grandfather development projects currently in the planning review process; and (2) provide greater flexibility for stormwater management in redevelopment projects.  

In accordance with the compromise that was reached, MDE recently issued emergency regulations and sent the regulations to the Joint Legislative Committee on Administrative, Executive, and Legislative Review (AELR) for approval.  Sen. Paul Pinsky (D-P.G.), Chair of AELR, has objected to the compromise as being too lax in cleaning-up of the Chesapeake Bay and has not yet acted to approve the emergency regulations.
Two quick actions are needed as soon as possible:

1.
Please e-mail members of the Joint Committee on AELR to SUPPORT MDE's Emergency Stormwater Regulations.

MESSAGE TO JOINT COMMITTEE ON AELR
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/07leg/html/com/02aelr.html
RE:
Emergency Stormwater Management Regulations (MDE) -  SUPPORT 
Please vote to support Emergency Regulations on Stormwater Management sent to AELR by Maryland Department of Environment. The emergency regulations reflect a negotiated compromise by MDE, local governments, environmentalists, builders and developers.  The compromise provisions authorize local governments to: allow projects currently  in the planning process to have three additional years to obtain Final Project Approval,without having to comply with the new, more stringent stormwater regulations, if they have received preliminary plan approval by May 4, 2010; and provide some flexibility for stormwater management in redevelopment projects, if reducing the impervious surface by 50% cannot be accomplished by environmental site design techniques.
The intent of the emergency regulations is to give local jurisdictions the authority to allow important development projects to move forward by using alternative stormwater management measures.  Without these needed changes, many projects encouraged by the state's land planning policies and economic development goals will become financially impractical to build as a result of newly-imposed stormwater regulations.

For these reasons, I request your support of emergency stormwater regulations currently pending in AELR.
2.
Please e-mail members of the House Environmental Matters Committee ASAP to SUPPORT HB 1125, as amended to reflect the negotiated compromise.

MESSAGE TO HOUSE ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS COMMITTEE
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/06hse/html/com/04env.html
RE:
HB 1125 Stormwater Management Requirements -  SUPPORT Compromise

Please support HB 1125, as amended to reflect a negotiated compromise by MDE, local governments, environmentalists, builders and developers.  MDE has issued emergency regulations that also reflect the compromise which are currently pending in the Joint Committee on AELR.  The compromise provisions authorize local governments to: allow projects currently  in the planning process to have three additional years to obtain Final Project Approval, without having to comply with the new, more stringent stormwater regulations, if they have received preliminary plan approval by May 4, 2010; and provide some flexibility for stormwater management in redevelopment projects, if reducing the impervious surface by 50% cannot be accomplished by environmental site design techniques.
HB 1125, as amended, codifies the lengthy negotiations that took place among stakeholders.  While all participants would make additional changes to their benefit, the compromise was entered into in good faith and should be adopted.  The intent of the modifications is to give local jurisdictions the authority to allow important development projects to move forward by using alternative stormwater management measures.  Without these needed changes, many projects encouraged by the state's land planning policies and economic development goals will become financially impractical to build as a result of newly-imposed stormwater regulations.

For these reasons, I request your support of HB 1125, as amended.

Sincerely,
